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Handwriting is an important skill and is an integral part of good literacy instruction.  Although word-processing is also a crucial skill, technological advances do not eliminate the need for the explicit teaching of handwriting.  Early childhood experiences, such as sand play, modeling clay, and jigsaw puzzles, can help with the dexterity, stamina, and fine motor skills needed for pencil-paper tasks.  Kindergarten and first grade teachers can teach letter formation, sizing, and line placement.  Teachers in other grades can assess and reinforce good handwriting practices.
Arguments for the explicit teaching of handwriting include:

· Handwriting is a basic tool used in many subjects, thus poor handwriting can have a pervasive effect on school performance.

· Labored handwriting causes a drain on the mental resources needed for higher-level aspects of writing, such as organization, elaboration, composition, and mechanics.

· Handwriting helps students develop reading circuitry in their brains.

· Good handwriting makes better writers and spellers and correlates with reading and academic success.

· Writing notes by hand is more effective for remembering and synthesizing information than is typing them.

It is worth taking the time (5-10 minutes/day) in the daily curriculum to teach handwriting, and it is worth the financial investment in appropriate instructional materials. However, handwriting should be taught not as a daily drill, but as a means to aid efficient communication.
Our Position

It is the position of the Louisiana Reading Association that handwriting should be taught, assessed, and reinforced throughout all grade levels.  Teachers of the early grades should explicitly teach appropriate letter strokes, line placement, and letter size.  School districts should select appropriate materials for instruction and ensure that teachers use them.  The Louisiana legislature should provide adequate funding for instructional and practice material so that handwriting is no longer a neglected part of good literacy instruction. 
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